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“Flowers for Algernon” by Daniel Keyes is a story about a man who appreciates what he has and tries hard to achieve more.  With its interesting plot, inspiring character and important theme, this novel will be loved by all.

In the story Charlie Gordon, a mentally retarded 37 year old man has a goal in life to become smart.  Written in a journal format from Charlie’s point of view, the story takes place in New York City in 1965.  Charlie volunteers for an experimental operation that is supposed to increase his intelligence by three times.  After his operation, Charlie is continually tested against a mouse, Algernon, who has also undergone the operation.  Over time, Charlie progresses mentally, as we can see through his progress reports.  Leaving his friends, and even the doctors behind intellectually, Charlie makes new discoveries about his artificial intelligence.  Through his own research, Charlie figures out the flaw in the experiment, and what will happen to him in the end.

Charlie is an inspiring character that we can all learn from.  First of all, Charlie is a motivated person who is very hardworking.  In the story, Charlie says, “I tryed the hardist and I reely wantid to lern.”  Even though Charlie had a disability, he still worked harder than anyone else.  He found the night school on his own, and did a good job where he worked as a janitor.  Charlie is also a very compassionate person.  After reading Robinson Crusoe, he felt sorry for the main character: “Only I feel sorry because he’s all alone and has no frends”.  He even feels bad when he beats Algernon, the mouse, at the maze test.  We can all follow Charlie’s example in terms of being motivated and caring people.

This story has many important themes, but one stands out for me.  Intelligence should not be taken for granted.  Charlie knew this, and after he became smart he said: “I have decided to use my knowledge and skills to work in the field of increasing human intelligence levels”.  Charlie didn’t take his intelligence for granted, instead he used it to help others.  I can relate personally to this theme because it reminds me that I need to try as hard as Charlie did.  It inspires me to use my knowledge to its fullest potential.  I can use my knowledge to do my best, and also to help others.  This theme is an important life lesson that everyone should follow.

I would recommend this novel to readers of all ages.  With its unique style and compelling characters, Daniel Keyes has created a story that readers will love and will never forget.

