In Search of Heroes
HERO:

· a man or woman of distinguished courage or ability, admired for his/her brave deeds and noble qualities.

· A person or group of people, living or dead, who selflessly, at potentially great cost to them, stood for a cause and/or survived and thrived in spite of great adversity.
In an effort to teach the real meaning of what a hero is, to educate students about outstanding character, and to help students understand what it means to overcome adversity, we will undertake the In Search of Heroes Project.  For this year’s project, students will RE-search (search, then search again) for heroes that that have overcome adversity and/or gone on to do something to “repair the world”.  

Where might we find heroes?   Looking back in history (yes, history) there are lots of events that happened in our community and state that could have produced heroes.  Remember: we are looking for people who have done extraordinary things and/or survived and thrived through difficult situations.  Here are some places to help you start your research
· Construction of  the railroad …in particular the Chinese

· The California Gold Rush…in particular the Chinese workers
· Chinese internment on Angel Island
· People who fight for the rights of others: veterans, the disabled, the oppressed…

· People who survived the Japanese internment camps.
· People who had relatives going back to the Donner Party

· People of Indian descent (Maidu, other?)

· Firefighters, EMT workers and other public servants

· People who served in the Military: Iraq, Vietnam, Korea, World War II
· What else can you think of?

INSTRUCTIONS
Alone or in approved groups of no more than three:   FIND A HERO and create a Movie or Power Point presentation that explains how this person is a hero.   
Consider the following questions:

1. What did this person do that makes him/her a hero?

2. What qualities does this person have that make him/her a great role model?

3. What difficult situation did this person overcome?
4. How is this person’s life different than yours?

5. What contributions did this person make to society?

6. How did these contributions improve the planet?

So what, who cares, and what does it have to do with me, anyway?  You must answer this question:



How did working on this project change you and the way you think/act?
REQUIREMENTS FOR A SUCCESSFUL HEROES PROJECT
HISTORICAL BACKGROUND   
· Know the history of the time period in which your hero lived.

· What was going on nationally and internationally in the decades of your hero’s life?  What major events happened during this time in:  Science?  Technology?  World events?  Commerce?  Politics? Social issues?
· How did these events shape the childhood and adulthood of your hero?

· How did these events shape the life decisions your hero made?

INTERVIEW COMPONENT   
· Follow the interview guidelines taught to you at the beginning of this project.
· You must talk to at least 8 people in the course of this project.  4 of these must be people you never spoken to before.

· Take notes during your interviews-especially if you are not filming them.
· At the end of the project, write a thank you note to each person you interviewed
· Be sure to send your hero a copy of your movie.
FINAL PRESENTATION
Multi-Media

· Create either a PowerPoint or Movie-Maker presentation that shows what you discovered.

· PowerPoint should be timed so it plays by itself.

· Movie should be created so it can be played on any computer

· Include as many of the above components as you can
Written Essay
· Write a one page ‘REFLECTIVE’ essay that addresses the following questions

· Why did you choose this person/group?

· Be sure to explain how this project affected you…

· What was the process of making the film like?

· What were the difficult/easy parts?

· What did you struggle with the most?

· What did you learn about the world? About yourself?

· Did the project change you?

GOOD LUCK, HAVE FUN, and WELCOME TO 21ST CENTURY LEARNING!







