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EV Cain Charter STEM School         Mrs. Scotten

Inspired by Norm Conard and his work with the Lowell Milken Center in Fort Worth, Kansas
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“If you see a man drowning, 

you must try to save him, even if you cannot swim.”
Irena Sendler

1910-2008
STEPS FOR A SUCCESSFUL PROJECT

Part 1

1.  Look and listen.  What is going on in the world around you? What issues are in the local or global news?  Which ones interest you?

2. Start talking to people…explain your project.  Do they know someone amazing? An “unsung” hero?  Who are they? How can you reach them?

3. Think of issues/causes that are important to you.  Research groups/people on the web who might be doing something to repair the planet.

4. Talk to more people!  You will be surprised where conversations might lead you.

5. Compile a list of every idea you have explored and every person you have talked to about the project.

6. Choose your group.  Be careful.  This is an important project.  Make sure you will choose someone who will be responsible and share the workload.  Working together can be fun, but it gets annoying when people don’t do their share!  Think before you choose.

7. Share your ideas.  Share all your ideas with your group members and discuss which ones would make a great project.

8. Choose 3 ideas for your project.  Fill out the Project Proposal sheet and explain your ideas completely.

9. Get your group and project approved.  See Mrs. Scotten with your proposal sheet.

Part 2
1.  Research!  Start doing the background knowledge on your topic.  Fill out the worksheet with important information that will help you understand your hero’s situation/cause/actions.
2. Compose your questions.  Start a list of questions that you will ask during your interview.
3. Do your practice interview.  You can practice on any adult that will help you.  Have them complete and sign one side of the Interview Rubric.  Turn this in to me.
4. Contact your hero.  
· Explain the project.  Are they willing to help you with the project?

· How will you connect: interview, email, Skype, phone?

· When can they meet with you?

· How will you record their info for your presentation: tape? Videocam? Other?

5. Interview your hero.  Be sure you follow professional practices as discussed in class!
6. Analyze and Edit your information.  Your presentation should not be more than 4 minutes.  You must decide on the most important information to include. Some things it must contain:
· Background information.  We need to understand the situation.  You might include maps, photos and historical information that explain your cause/situation.
· Personal information about your hero.  How did they become involved in this cause/situation?  What was their motivation?  Did they doubt they would succeed? What difficulties did they face?
· What were the results of their efforts?  How did their actions affect those around them?  What happened to them or others because of their actions?
· Short reflections.  
· Did your hero learn something?  How did the experience affect him/her?  How did it change them? What benefits or drawbacks happened because of what they’d done?
· What did you learn? How did this project affect you and/or change your thinking? Will it make a difference in your thoughts or actions in the future?
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